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LIST OF PLACES VISITED AND PRINCIPAL ITEMS SEEN 
DURING A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO SAN FRANCISCO 
JULY 13th TO 16th, 1950 


Thursday, July 13th - 


lst - Glen Berger's home where I saw his superb large=scale planked-up hawk's 
nest model of the SEA WITCH under construction, his collection of excellent ships' 
plans, and his detailed notes on the YOUNG AMERICA. 


2nd — The de Young museum where we (Glen Berger and myself) saw ship models 
(including sailing ships, big transatlantic liners, and freight steamers), paintings, 
figureheads, fittings and equipment of ships now long since gone. The outstanding 
items were the fine 1/8" scale model of McKay's SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS by Daniel 
McNeil, the brig PILGRIM by J. Porter Shaw, and the -masted bark EMMA by Captain 
Cummings, a former master of the YOUNG AMERICA, While in the vicinity we visited 
the Steinhart Aquarium as well as the magnificent art exhibit of paintings, armor, 
weapons, and art objects loaned by the Austrian government. 


3rd - The Seal House ship model exhibit, which, aside from a fine diorama of 
the QUEEN MARY passing under the Golden Gate Bridge, had best be left undescribed. 


lth - The local office and library of the Historical and Pioneer Societies, 


where photographs, paintings, and the model of a Baltimore Clipper were noted with 
interest. 


5th - The City Hall, - to the office of the San Francisco Maritime Museum 
Association where their plans and aspirations were displayed. 


6th - Eric Swanson's rooms and workshop, where his distinctive paintings and 


his planked model of the schooner INCA, under construction, were examined with 
interest. 


7th - Daniel iicNeil's excellently equipped basement workshop, where his superb 
large-scale planked model of McKay's CHAMPION OF THE SEAS, under construction, was 
examined with great interest. The detailed cabin furniture, patent screw working 


steering gear, working windlass, and excellent ironwork on the well-made spars drew 
many comments of admiration. 


8th = Donald Palmer's home, where we noted a goodly array of books and his 
nearly completed model of the LIGHTNING, 
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List of Places Visited in San Cappy Robinson of San Francisco 
Francisco - by Dr. Bernard Berenson 97] Bits Gleaned from the Secretary's 
Nautical Research Guild if a Nation- Letters 
al Assn. - by Charles F.H.iienges Queries 
The San Francisco Afterguard Answers to Queries 
Introducing a New Member 7% ft. Model - TILLIE E. STARBUCK 
Bone lModels - John J. Flynn Letter from Capt. Parker 
The "Scoff" at Pitcairn Island The Gam Chair 


LIBRARIAN MEMBERSHIP CHAIRiAN 
Dr. Bernard Berenson, Willis L. Nye, 
2305 N.E. Broadway Box 54:7, Hesperian Blvd. 
Portland 12, Oregon San Lorenzo, Calif. 


Friday, July 14th (still in tow by Glen Berger) 


lst - Morton-Waters Company, where two large and well-stocked albums of sailing 
ship photographs were examined. 

2nd = Preston Scale Model Company, where Glen Berger is doing the actual build- 
ing of his SEA WITCH model. Here photographs of commercial models of every nature 
were seen,--industrial, topographic, marine, and others. 

3rd - The Bank of America (after picking up Captain Re Le Lobez, a fine gentle- 
man, at the French Consulate); here we examined with interest the well-preserved 
double wheel of the U.S.S. PORTSMOUTH. 


lth - The Wells Fargo Bank, where, among other things of historical interest, 
we saw a bill of lading of the FLYING CLOUD and a fine diorama of a dockside scene 
including the bows of a ship, 
_ 5th = The rooms of Captain Lobez where the citations and decorations for his @ 
rescue work at sea were examined with interest, as well as the photographs of the 
ships--both steam and sail--in which he had served, 


6th - The home of J. Porter Shaw in Oakland, where a meeting of the San Fran- 
cisco Afterguard of the Nautical Research Guild was held. Several interesting things 
were brought up and well-discussed. The greater part of the evening was spent in 
examining the largest nautical library I have ever seen, Also Mr, Shaw's well- 
eq. ‘ped basement workshop was visited. One of the interesting items in Mr. Shaw's 
collection was a miniature field gun made of metal taken from the famous U.S.Steam 
Frigate KEARSAGE. Some sixteen members and visitors were present on this much en=- 
joyed occasion, which was terminated by simpie but appropriate refreshments. 


-Saturday, July 15th (in tow by Bill Fenerin) 
lst - The Haviside Company, where Mr. Haviside himself (an old timer in the 
business of ship rigging and chandlery) showed us his wonderful private collection 
of photographs, models, and mementos of local history. The outstanding items were 
ifr, Preston's excellent large-scale waterline model of the FLYING CLOUD at anchor and 
the large-scale model of the h=masted bark KENILWORTH under sail. 
end = The Sailor's Union of the Pacific Building, where Eric Swanson's two 
marvelously realistic large-scale models of the GOLDEN GATE and the JAMES ROLPH under 
sail were examined with great interest and admiration. From the viewpoint of nauti- 
cal interest, this was--to me-=the finest point of the tripe 
3rd ~- Treasure Island, where, in the Navy Administration Building, many paint- 5 
ings, ship models of all types, and historical relics of all types were noted. The : 
outstanding model was Eric Swanson's large-scale model of the huge PREUSSEN under 
Sail on the starboard tack, which was done in his usual realistic and interesting @ 
technic. The item of greatest interest to me was the life-like figurehead of the 
famous clipper DAVID CROCKETT, a veteran of half-a=-hundred passages around Cape Horn. 
Next in interest was a small box which was made from material taken from Francis 
Drake's GOLDEN HIND, the first English ship to go around the world -- in 1577-80. 
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lth - A series of offices of various shipping companies where various well-made 
but uninspiring models of cargo liners were seen. Only the large-scale Boucher model 
of the TILLIE STARBUCK under sail was worth remembering. 

5th = Amundsents famous little GJOA, on display in Golden Gate Park, was seen; 


@ previously the excellent dioramas of African and North American wild life were seen 
at the Academy of Sciences. 


w 6th - The San Francisco Public Library, where several long-sought books on 
Antarctic exploration were found and examined with much interest. 


I flew back to Portland in two hours and twenty minutes on Sunday. This 
must have been a bit strange for the thirty Spurling prints of sailing ships which 
I had with me, -- how different from the leisurely paces of their prototypes was the 
200=mile an hour plane trip at 17,000 feet. 


I was very grateful for the opportunity to meet the friendly and inter- 
esting fellow members of the Guild. Every moment I spent in San Francisco and 
Oakland was interesting and stimulating, and will furnish very pleasant memories in 
the future, 


Dr. Bernard Berenson 


The Nautical Research Guild is a National Association 
- Charles F. H. Menges 


In the May Monthly Letter, our Secretary has made a suggestion about the organ- 
ization, in this country, of a national association of ship model societies similar 
to that recently formed in England, At first thought this appears to be an excellent 
idea-- and had it been made three years ago, it would have been an excellent idea, 
However, I think that our Sccretary himself, and the other founders of the Nautical 
Research Guild have already made it unnecessary. 


In the Guild we have an international organization, not perhaps of ship model 
societies, but of international ship modelers, with a leaven of marine painters, 
writers, researchers, and others. The Guild's objectives are essentially those of 
the British organization:= to provide a central exchange for information and to 
promote co-operation between members=- with the addition of providing an expanding 
list of correspondents from whom each member may obtain advice, information and 
other assistance. This last is, I think, one of the Guild's greatest advantages-- 
that it is the only extensive nautical society in which each member knows of each 
other member, and so may make individual contact within the organization, as well 
as general contact with the organization as a whole, 


What seems to be worthwhile is the informal formation of regional groups within 
the Guild. Correspondence is useful and necessary, but it is a poor substitute for 
conversation. And a nautical problem which pertains to either modeling or research 


which might be discussed or demonstrated satisfactorily in minutes, could easily 
take pages to describe, 


At present, wherever members are close enough together they meet occasionally. 
This may be sufficient, but I think that if each group of even two or three members 
established a more or less regular meeting date and place, they would probably see 
each other more often, to their mutual advantage. Again, however, I think this is 
something to be decided and arranged by individual members and not, beyond the 


customary listing and introduction of new members, a function of the Guild as a 
whole. 


There is one part of the British Association's objectives that I would like 
very much to see carried out in this country, if it were not for the obvious diffi- 
culties of distance and expense. That is their proposal to organize joint exhibi- 
tions of ship models. Unfortunately, adequately packing and shipping a rigged ship 
model is difficult and expensive and the distances between members would preclude 
mutually accessible exhibition points. 
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The Guild Afterguard of New York 


lr. Frank W. Thober writes -- "Your suggestion in the June Letter regarding the 
establishment of an Afterguard in New York, coincides pretty closely with an idea 
I have been toying with for some time. That of organizing a group of ‘marine re- 
searchers! and having more or less regular meetings. I made an attempt to get some 
action a couple of years ago, but without much success, due, I think, to the fact 
that the people I had in mind were too widely scattered, There were about a dozen 
of them spread all along the coast from Virginia to Massachusetts. A look at the 
membership list of the Guild shows a pretty large number living in or near New York, 
and I think it should be possible to arrange some sort of periodic get-together. I 
intend to write each member within reasonable traveling distance of New York and 
Suggest a meeting carly in the fall. 


SAN FRANCISCO AFTERGUARD of the NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


14 July 1950 
The San Francisco Afterguard held a SPECIAL MEETING in the form of a RECEPTION 
to Dr. Bernard Berenson, a visiting member from Portland, at the home of one of our 
members, Mr. J. Porter Shaw, 5723 Buena Vista Avenue, Oakland, California. 
The following thirteen members were present and two guests: 


Mr. J. Porter Shaw Mr. Paul Naton 

Captain R. L. Lobez, Skipper Mir. We N. Fenerin 

ifr, Harry Stoddard Mr. Ge By Cadwell 

Mr. G, C. Berger Mr. H. Savage 

Captain A. E. Ferdinandson Comdre J» He Willey, Yeoman 

Mr. Eric H. Swanson OUR GUEST = Dr. Bernard Berenson 

Mr. Daniel iicNeil Other Guests present: 

Don Palmer and Art Beaver @ 

Mr. Shaw proved a very fine host and a very good entertainer. First he took 
us all thru his Nautical Library, which is very extensive and very interesting. 
Then to his Hobby Shop, in the Basement, where we found that the entire basement 
was given up to Delto tools of every kind and description. Large lathes and small 
lathes, table saws and band saws. Both Library and Hobby Shop proved so interesting 
that it was difficult to get "all hands" to assemble in the living room. 


Meeting finally called to order by Skipper Lobez at 9 Peli, and Dr. Berenson was 
introduced and asked for a few remarks. He responded by giving us a very interest- 
ing talk about Portland ships and shipping. 


Skipper Lobcz then read a letter that he had received from the "Brains Trust" 
of London regarding our answers to their questions, given at our last meeting. 
Captain Ferdinandson entertained us with some very interesting seagoing experiences 
of his, in square riggers, of course. 


Much maritime discussion continued on at the Banquet Table but there is an end 
to everything and so there must bo an end to a Nautical Banquet and so final taps 
was sounded at 8 Bells Midnight. 


We take this opportunity, on the part of all of us, to most heartily thank 
Mr. Shaw for his very fine hospitality, which did so much for this Special Meeting 
and Reception. 


James H, Willey, Yeoman 


INTRODUCING A NEW MEMBER 


Gordon Weld Strawbridge, 110 Summit Ave., Mill Valley, Calif. Capt. Leighton eo 
Robinson presents his application, and informs us that Mr. Strawbridge was Commodore 

of the San Francisco Yacht Club in 1948, and commanded a Coast Guard cutter out of 
Eureka, Calif. during the war and owns the yacht SONATA, The Captain adds that Mr. 


Strawbridge is related to the famous W. F. Weld & Co., Boston, as is evidenced by 
his middle name, 
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I had the opportunity of repairing three bone models that had certificates of 
authenticity from reputable dealers. The models dated back to the Napoleonic wars. 
One, the largest,had a hull about 7" long. The planking were laid on a white oak 
block hull. Small brass fastenings were used and I think an adhesive as well. At 
one time the guns could be run out but the mechanism was not working. The fore and 
mizeen masts were broken off flush with the deck and the top hamper was also in a 
wrecked condition. Several of the deck guns were missing, The model had been re- 
paired previously and a sorry job was made of it. Necessary rigging such as yard 
lifts and braces were entirely missing and other pieces of rigging that were entirely 
useless were stretched hither and yon. I was able to secure a reliable reference and 
used that as a guide to rerig. The dolphin striker was of the forked variety and the 
ship carried a flying jibboom and a spritsail yard. It was necessary to strip the 
ship down to the deck level and start from scratch. While the ship was in the 
stripped condition the deck was lifted and the gun working mechanism was exposed. 
This consisted of two thin strips of oak standing on edge and sprung to the curve of 
the ship's side. The guns were fastened to this strip, what would have been the 
cascabel of the gun had a crude LEFT hand screw cut on it. These wooden strips were 
mounted on two iron wires that ran transverse across the hollowed interior and en- 
tered the hull on both ends. Between the strips and around the iron wires were brass, 
coiled expansion springs, these springs kept the guns run out. There was much cor= 
rosion and it interfered with any action of the guns. There had been a stout cord 
that led out of the stern ports that would when pulled, run the guns in, releasing 
the cord would cause the guns to run out. There was a wealth of fine carving and 
turned stanchions and fancy ladders. I did a lot of wondering about how a prisoner 
of war could create 2 work of art like that and I had a lot of respect and admiration 


‘for him, The work on the guns being finished the deck was replaced and work on the 


masts was started. I had some well seasoned beef bones and the masts were made of 
them. A number of dead eyes and blocks were missing end they had to be replaced and 
it was a real task making them, on account of their small size. The deck guns that 
were missing were replaced by ones turned from #18 brass wire, the gun mounts were 
made of bone. iiuch of the work I had to do under a jeweler's loup. The rigging was 
a. tedious job and I was happy when it was completed, The owner was very well satis- 
fied so I felt more than good about the whole deal. 


The other two were smaller, one being around 43" long, the other 3" long. The . 
hulls were made up of sections of bone and the larger of the two revealed beautiful 
carving on the arch of the stern when it was cleaned up. There were four cherubic 
figures along with the scrolls, Features could be seen with a glass on those tiny 
faces, The smaller of the two had what appeared to be sails made of split cow horn 
and the rigging was either gut or sinew what there was left of it, that I could not 
replace. The braces on the royals was as fine or finer than the gut used to sew up 
an eye wound. How did they do it? 


by = John J. Flym 


The "Scoff" at Pitcairn Island 
From a Letter to the Secretary -- by Bill Adams 


eeeeeel was thinking in the night of Pitcairn Island. Often ships from this 
coast for Europe or our east coast hove to off Pitcairn. If it was night, the Is- 
landers lit a big bonfire on the summit of the island to let a ship know she was 
seen and that they were coming off. We stopped there homeward bound in '97. They 
came off in their whaleboct, loaded with bananas, pineapples, mummie apples, green 
cocoanuts, and sweet green oranges. No oranges like them. ie traded clothes for 
their fruit. They always wanted sheets and pillow cases for their women, and soap. 
I traded every last thing I had but what I stood in. I traded my double-breasted 
blue serge brass buttoned uniform (which was worn ashore only) for a big bunch of 
bananas. It had cost three pounds, fifteen dollars, in London. I left Pitcairn 
with my bunk chock full of fruit, and no clothes but what I stood in -- light tropic 
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stuff. I went round the Horn in shoddy old stuff bought from the skipper's slop 
chest; but my young belly full of fruit. ‘then I got home the old maid half sister 
who raised me and make a heck of a poor job of it (Look at me nowl) asked, "Why, my 
dear boy, where are all the nice clothes you went to sea with?" ly sea chest was 
plumb empty. 

"Auntie," I says, "le had a hard gale off the Horn and every last thing was 
washed overboard." (I always called her auntie owing to she was forty-one years 
older than I). 

"Well, well, that's a dreadful mishap," says Auntie. 

"Oh, it's all one to a sailor, A fellow gets sort of used to it," says I. 

We stopped at Pitcairn on a bright sunny day with scarce any wind another 
time when homeward bound. The Old Man and His Old Woman were great friends with the 
Islanders. The Islanders. asked them ashore to a feed. They wanted to take them 
ashore in their whale boat. The Old lian was mighty proud of our neat little gig, 
which was one of Java Teak and shone like a new twenty dollar gold piece; fancy yoke 
ropes which I had made myself; a brass tiller; an awning over her. So four of us, 
with little me at stroke oar, pulled the Old Man and Old Woman ashore in Bounty Bay. 

"Stay with the boat till we come back, you boys§" orders the Old Man, when he 
and the Old Woman landed, 

Nothing doing. The natives insisted that we also must come up to the village 
and have a feed. 

Man, oh, man, what a scoff we did havel "Scoff" was sailor for a feed, a 
feast, a blow out. We had chicken, and I don't know what elsee ifan, oh, man, what 
a scoffi It was hard work to bend to an oar on the way back aboard. 

That time too, I left Pitcairn with only what I stood in. And when I got home 
Auntie she says, "Oh, dear, oh dear, oh dear, whatever have you done with all the 
good clothes you left home with?" 

"Auntie,"' I says, "The Horn is the goshawfullest place for gales and high seas. 
All the things got washed out of my sea chest in the middle of a dark night when I 
was aloft furling the foresail. I sure am sorry, Auntie, but it's just what happens 
off the Horn." e 

"Well, well, what a dreadful mishap" says Auntie. 

"Yes, isn't it, Auntie," says I, 

This is fact, Harry. No fiction to it. I never once in all my life told a 
lie. I was raised to be truthful, and I always have been, so help me§ I'd be plumb 
ashamed did ever I think I ever in my life had told a lie. 


A queer thing happened years later, The old ship was lost by fire 88 miles 
SE. of Mas Afuera Island, which is some hundreds of miles off the Chili coast. They 
had to abandon her. The boats never were found. Lost with all hands. And just a 
year to the day after she was sighted abandoned and blazing at nightfall, one of her 
lifebuoys washed ashore in Bounty Bay, Pitcairn, having drifted about ‘a thousand 
miles. What do you think of that? Pitcairn is a tiny dot in the Pacific. I think 
it is about 5 miles long by one wide. I am not sure, but it's mighty emall. The 
Islanders gave it to Captain Andrews of the full rigger GLENALVON, owned by the same 
company. He gave it to McDermott, boss stevedore at Victoria, BeCe, or maybe at 
Vancouver. I am not sure, but think Victoria. I'd sure like to have that lifebuoy. 
It was little me who last had painted the old barky's name on ite 


REPRINT—- The First Permanent English Settlers = from John Le Lochhead. 


This very fine article by Comdr. Griffith Bailey Coale, which was reported so 
favorably by Guild members, and which appeared in the January 1950 number of the 
American Neptune, has been reprinted by the Mariners!’ ifuseum Newport News, Vae Mr. 
Lochhead advises the reprint is just as it appeared in the Neptune, including 8 — 
plates and 16 pages of text. Price %.75 each. 
Note: Comdr. Coale's article is an account of his exhaustive research to "make" a @e 
picture in oils and it will inspire all who seek to make faithful miniatures in wood, 
The ships in the mural painted by the Commander are the SARAH CONSTANT, GOODSPEED and 
DISCOVERY, which depicts the arrival of the first settlers off Jamestown May 13th, 
1607. The painting may be seen in the Capitol of Virginia. 
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CAPPY ROBINSON OF SAN FRANCISCO 
The Story of an Old Salt 


by Georse de Carvalho of the San Francisco Chronicle 


Cappy Robinson is 78 this year, but he 
will never die, 

He's been shot at by Latin-American 
revolutionaries and slugged in waterfront 
dives. 

He's fought off a mutinous crew near 
Rangoon and survived the dread Yellow 
Jack in Rio. 

He's sailed hog boats from Santa Bar-=- 
bara, and sailed four=masters around the 
Horn and he's survived many a big blow. 

He's timmed the t!gal'!nts with freez- 
ing fingers, swaying wildly 175 feet 
above deck, in an Irish sea gale which 
split hemp sails with a piercing shriek. 

And he was never badly hurt until he 
fell off a berry tree in his Marin hill- 
top garden. 

Leighton Robinson was born in the 
Angel Hotel at Helston, Cornwall, England, 
and bred in Falmouth where the horizon was 
always shrouded with sails, 

At 14 he became a cadet on the old 
frigate H.M.S.CONWAY, training ship for 
the Royal iferchant Marine, At 17 he 
rounded the Horn. At 21, with master dy- 
ing and mate deathly ill, he captained an 
iron bark home from the Indies, 

At 33, in 1905, left the sea forever. 

He served shoreside for 36 years as 
San Francisco's deputy ship commissioner 
and serves still as Marin's Sea Scout 
Commissioner and the San Francisco Yacht 
Club's port captain. 

VOYAGE FROM WALES 

The captain first crossed the line 
first rounded the Horn and first saw San 
Francisco on his first deep-water voyage, 
120 days on the four=master CROWN OF DEN- 
MARK from Swansea, Wales. 

In 1888 San Francisco was still living 
its lurid past. Robinson was a lusty 
Cornish lad, blue-eyed and black-haired, 
with a brass-buttoned jacket. But he hung 
around the saloons, singing sailor chant- 
ies and wild Cornish songs in a reef top- 
sail baritone now on records in the Libra- 
ry of Congress. 

4 good many miners were Cornishmen, and 
they showered gold coins on the singing 
Cornish sailor. : 

Robinson tried to jump ship, but he was 
hauled back on board for the trip back to 
Swansea. 


The young Cornishman sailed to the 


East Indies and South America, to Aus- 
tralia and half the ports of Europe. He 
took his mate's license and eventually 
sailed, as second mate, on the iron bark 
DUNCRAG to Rio. 


YELLOW JACK 

There the yellow plague had struck, 
and 100 sailing ships were moored life- 
less with their crews dead and dying of 
the fever, The master and the mate were 
stricken, and all but four of the crew 
died. 

Robinson kept the DUNCRAG shipshape, 
and rowed from ship to ship along the de- 
serted waterfront keeping the chronometers 
right until he, too, came down with yellow 
jack. 

Then he rinsed out his throat with 
Brazilian brandy and swallowed a water=- 
glass of castor oil and went ashore to 
sweat it oute 
A MODERN ODYSSEY 

His voyage on the DUNCRAG was a modern 
Odyssey. From Rio the bark sailed to 
Rangoon to pick up a cargo of white rice. 
There the captain caught beriberi and the 
mate dengue fevers 

Robinson thrived. He swam the Irra- 
waddy River to visit a Burmese girl in 
Rangoon, “where the dawn comes up like 
thunder out ot China ‘!cross the bay", and 
he took the ship out through the Andaman 
sea past the dread Prison Islands of 
India. 

The crewe=derelicts, beachcombers, and 
Irish firemen who'd never hoisted sail-- 
demanded that the DUNCRAG return them to 
Rangoon for discharge. But Robinson with 
a revolver, helped by his steward with a 
Burmese spear, shepherded them to work 
the ship back to Santos. 


SAN FRANCISCO AGAIN 

The captain never lived to see his 
native Scotland. But Robinson shipped 
out for San Francisco again on the full- 
rigged stump ttgal'nt ship BEN LEE, loaded 
with boilers and cement barrels for 
Spreckels! sugar plants. He landed delir- 
ious with typhoid and here he stayed. 

On recovery, he took our first papers 
and shipped on the "hog=-boats" carrying 
cattle up and down the coast. He and San 
Francisco have carried on a love affair 
ever since, 
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On the Barbary Coast he danced the 
fandango and drank food-juice -- wine 
squeezed out heel-and-toe -- and sang his 
chanties, betweentrips. Then he signed 
on the steam-and-sail liner COPTIC, for 
the plush passenger run with missionaries 
and mercenaries to Hongkong. 

Robinson returned to San Francisco to 
take himself a wife and his first and last 
command. His wife was a native daughter 
who had never left the city, and his com- 
mand was the ill-fated sailing bark 


MELANOPE. 


The MELANOPE had an evil paste. Once a 
Liverpool peddler-woman had been thrown 
off the ship, and she had laid a curse 
upon it. 

A sea captain's rich wife bought the 
bark for her husband, and sailed with him 
for San Francisco. Both the captain and 
his wife died en route. Then Pope & Tal- 
bot bought the ship and placed Robinson 
in command. 

He mocked the peddler's curse, and took 


his wife with him on a voyage to Australia. 


He had left her behind the day after their 
wedding, on an earlier trip, and now he 
wanted her along. 

In fact, he broke the curse. 
with lumber for Sydney in hl days, a sail- 
ing record which still stands, A Welsh 


He sailed 


sailor fell overboard into shark-infested 
waters en route and, when rescued, apolo- 
gized for delaying the ship. 

The Welshman explained, unhappily: "It 
was quite unintentional, you know, Sir." 

Thereafter Cappie Robinson paced the 
docks instead of his bridge. As U. Se 
Ship Commissioner, since 1905, he pre- 
sided at the signing on and paying off of 
ship's crews and settled the fights be- 
tween men and masters and owners. 


HIS OLD FRIENDS 

He was friendly to old Captain Dollar 
and to Andy Furseuth of the Sailors! 
Union, too. He drank straight whisky 
with Jack London in the First and Last 
Chance Bar, and quietly raised a son and 
a daughter on dry land, in his Mill Val- 
ley home named "lielanope",. 


At 78, he is busy boating and scout- 
ing, recording old chanties, meeting old 
friends in the elite Adventurers! Camp- 
fire Club and making friends, young and 
old, everywhere, 

"I've had a wonderful time in a won- 
derful city, and I'm ready for deep 
water or the deep six. I'll look St. 
Peter in the eye and tell him I charted 
a true course," 


‘Bits Gleaned from the Secretary's Létters-- 


Capt. Stephen C. Rowen and his ENTERPRISES. 
I wrote quite a long article about her which appeared in the "Rhode Island Mariner" 
Vol. II, Noe 111, July 128, an article too long to repeat here but Chapelle quoted 


from it extensively. 


About the lines of this ship-- 


However, the model pictured in the article is not the one now 


on exhibit at the Truxton-Decatur Museum, but an earlier one, 


The model now in this museum is a bread and butter model but coppered. 
her plans from Steel's Virginia built. privateer which was reprinted in Knowles. 


I drew 
Her 


dimensions and proportions were almost those of the ENTERPRISE, so by using three 
scales, one horizontal (length) one athwart, and one vertical, it was quite easy to 
draw her plans to the ENTERPRISE dimensions and they fared very well. 

I rigged her with square topsail on the main as well as the fore, authority - 
Corne's contemporary painting of the attack on Tripoli and Blakley's letter, that 
her spars could be used as a brig with very little expense. 

If I were to do it again, I think I should use the VIXEN'S plans but with a 


plain gammoning knec head, 


I am now trying to rig my 1821 built-up SHARK but the 


news doesn't look as if we were in for a quiet time. 


B. H. Bartol Library, Ince 
Carnegie Building 


Freeport, Maine 


H. D. Hamilton 
Dear Sir: 


July 22, 1950 


The B, He Bartol Trustees appreciate and thank you for the copy of the 
Nautical Research Journal, containing the information about the DASH. 

Mr. Samuel Porter delivered the model himself and said several museums 
had offered him big money for it, but he felt that his father would prefer to have 


it in the town where it was created, 
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I feel that both Father and Son would be pleased to have the story of the DASH 
before the public and be preserved. 
Again we thank you, 
Sincerely, 
(signed) (iMrs.) Mildred S, Coffin- Librarian 


From a Letter to the Secretary=-- 


You asked a question which I cannot answer - "Which I'd consider the most famous 
of Maine built ships". The RED JACKET might, for her record, be considcred the most 
famous, but to me the little old schooners, anchored at the Maine Central R, R. 
trestle and Grant's Cove, where Father used to moor the HAIDEE and later the LITTLE 
DICK = are the most outstanding. The MAY QUEEN and a little later the M. F. CARD 
which was built by and named for my beloved grandfather. The captain of the latter 
ships, William Grant, only left Grant's Cove on the fairest and finest of days = so 
his commands stayed at their moorings days, even weeks, on ende 


Margaret N. Caldwell 
Naval Historical Foundation 


Had a letter from Lt. Comdr. Edw. M. Davis, Naval Historical Foundation, c/o 
Navy Dept. Wash. 25, D. Ce he says: "The third exhibition will open about 10th 
November on the history of the Marine Corps, that date being their 175th anniver- 
sarye Do you have, or know of any material pertaining specifically to the Corps 
or its personnel? In particular do you know of a model of the ESSEX JUNIOR? Any 
information you can give on ifarine Corps material will be greatly appreciated." 
Maybe one of our members would have some information or material that they would 
be willing to give or loan, 


Thomas Hornsby 


Queries - I see you are complaining recently that some of the answers to queries 
are being sent privatcly - which deprives the rest of the members of seeing the 
answers, AND also robs the N. R. G. of a chance to print them, thus losing some 
good information. I suggest therefore that the name of the one who puts in the 
Query, should not be published. This will force the answers in to you and the 
Letter; the name of the one who answers will be published, which should provide the 
questioner the opportunity to interrogate him in detail if necessary by mail. 

Thomas Hornsby 

QUERIES 

Query No. 96 - Is it the TILLIE E. STARBUCK? In the 1892 edition of Merchant Vessels 
of the United States is the sail plan of a three skysail yard full rigger, identified 
only as a "ship'*. I should like to know if this plan represents an actual vessel 
and if so, what one. It looks like an American built ship of the 1870-90 and 
judging from the ratio of length to height of deckhouses, is a large vessel at least 
240 ft. long, I have attempted to identify her by comparing her proportions and 
approximate dimensions as scaled down from the plan with those of all the large 
ships built in the country since 1870 but have got no conclusive results. The clos- 
est agreement is with the iron ship TILLIE E. STARBUCK, but there are some discrep- 
ancies which make me doubtful that she is the STARBUCK, 


Query No. 97 = Where did the travelling wheel used on whalers originate? 


Query No. 98 = Why did European Baltic Schooners have their bowsprits bedded to one 
side of the stem head = possibly other types as well? 


Query Noe 99 =- What's a flag bottom Boat? 


Query No. 100 = Three masted Schooner hulk, In the Detroit River, Detroit, Mich., 
can be found the hulk of a three-sticker. She is visible from the Penna R,R. tracks 
as you go into Fort St. Union Station. Her sticks are still in her and part of her 


rigging is intact, Pictures and sketches would be appreciated, also any other 
pertinent dope, 
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Query No. 101 - White Paint Turns Yellow - In the paint job, some items such as gun- 

ports and deck furniture are painted before others. These parts painted first turn . 

yellow and do not match up with those painted last. I use Japan white tube paint.. 

Will a specific type of wood sealer avoid this? -- If the first turns yellow, so will 

the last-- What treatment or paint do you recommend? ®@ 


Query No. 102 = White Bottoms - I have noted the pictures of the beautiful models of 
Henry C. Diefenbach, both in the Secretary's Monthly Letter and "Friends Magazine", 
Most of them have white bottoms, Mr. Diefenbach certainly has a good reason for 
using white on so many of his ships for bottoms and I will thank him for telling 

me = why? 


Query No. 103 = Ships Painted Blue - Has anyone come across a blue painted ship? Phas 
Outside on hull, not inside on bulwarks or deck furniture, 


query No. 10 = What happened to the following vessels? All of them were dropped 
rom the Merchant Vessels of the U. S. in the year indicated. 


106451 = Sch. ALTON 140161 = Sch. LAURA MAY 1902 
126052 Bkne Ce. C. FUNK 1554.28 = Sche ONWARD 190), 
125622 = Sch. CHARLES H. MERCHANT 115945 = Sch. S. DANIELSON 1903 
85887 = Sch. GEM 161510 = Sch, VIKING 1905 
77397 = Bkn. JOSEPH Le EVISTON 80960 = Sch. WINCHESTER 1904 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES 


Answer to Query Noe 94, of Ce Fe Davis = "Universal Dictionary by Rees" -—- by Thomas 
Hornsby == In addition to the plates mentioned in the Universal Dictionary by Rees, 
Vol. 4 should also include 9 plates on ships and gear, 1 plate of a ship's boat, and 
one plate of a 38-gun frigate, The plate showing the expanded skin of the 7h, is @ 
probably one of the carlicst examples known of that type of drafting. Farey, Glover 
and Anderson are given as the delineators, the earliest plate being dated 1805. Of 
equal value to the plates are the 11 pages on boats, 25 on sail-making, 13 on sailing, 
3 on ships (rates), 81 on ship-building and 18 on the science of rope-making. It is 
difficult to determine when this dictionary was first printed, the index of diction- 
aries, enclyclopaedias, and cyclopaedias simply does not list it, although it is 
known that a later American edition was printed containing 1 volumes, It is very 
valuable to the modelmaker and student of early naval architecture, I doubt that any 
of the plates have been reproduced recently, 


Answer to Query No, 88 - The Identity of Two Ships - a Nation apart. Mr. Thorber 

has informed us that he has received the following information about these vessels 

via the "Guild Grape Vine". John Lyman says = "the five-master in San Francisco 

Bay must be the MONITOR, and the last time I saw her she was beached near the Richmond 
Terminal of the Richmond-San Rafael Ferry. She had been a fish-reduction barge." 
Giles Todd also reports that the three-mast schooner hulk at Edgewater, Ne Je is the 
MINAS PRINCESS. 


Séven and a Half Foot Model of the TILLIE E. STARBUCK 
for an Aquatic Park Museum 


James Sinclair, President of Luckenbach Steamship Co. offers to lend a hand~ 
some 7$=foot model to the Museum when it is established. The model, owned by the 
line since World War I, is an authentic, beautifully executed reproduction of the 
TILLIE E. STARBUCK. 

Built in 188) by John Roach & Sons at Chester, Pas, she was the first American 
full-rigger with an iron hull. A swift, lofty ship, she was 283 feet long with a 
mainmast towering 219 feet above the deck. 


FREQUENT S.F. VISITOR. From the time she entered service until her loss off 
Cape Horn in 1906, the TILLIE E, STARBUCK was a frequent visitor in San Francisco. 
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Her skipper for many years was Captain Eben Curtis, a hard-driving, sail-carry- 
ing master in the Down East Fleet. 

In 1905 she ran hard aground on the coast, and was refitted with a number of 
bottom plates by the Union Iron Works in San Francisco. The following year she was 
dismasted off the Horn. Before being abandoned by the crew, she was set afire to 
prevent her from becoming a derelict. 

Her model in the Aquatic Park Museum would be another important link with San 
Francisco's maritime historye 

- San Francisco News = 


Letter from Capt. Robert W. Parker, master of ship MARTHA 
WHITMORE, to his brother in Bangor, Mainee 
Sent in by Charles F. H. Menges 


Fayal, Jan. 23rd, 1858 
Well, Jim, 


Here is one more letter from this port. I suppose you have seen 
the letter or heard the contents of the letter I wrote to father. Since 
then I have had hard times, On the 17th we had a very heavy gale from 
the S.E. which lasted three days. Nine vessels were driven ashore & - 
broken up & we were only saved from the same fate by cutting away the 
main & mizzen masts. 

The yards and topmasts were all saved except the mizzen topmast 
& topgallantmast. On the third day of the gale all the crews were taken 
off the remaining vessels everybody expecting they would go ashore dur= 
ing the day. 

Two American vesscls the NORTH SEA & the Sch. PATHFINDER, the 
former of N.York and the latter of Washington, D.C. were lost. 

My foremast was on shore to fish the masthead & thus was saved. 

I cannot get spars large enough here and shall have to take my 
foremast for the main & get smaller sticks for the fore & mizzen. 

The most of the riggin is saved & although chafed some will do 
me home without much expenses on it. 

The masts are nearly ready to put in. After they are in I shall 
have to heave down take off the copper and caulk the bottom. I cannot 
get coppered here again, 

If I have good weather (which is a rare thing in these parts) 

I should be able to get through in three weeks, 

Remember me to all who inquire for me and keep a good lookout to 
see how things look, This letter & one to the owner will go via London 
tomorrow in an English steamer, 

Remember me to father & mother, 

from your brother, 
Bob. 


Entry from Capt. Parker's account book: 

Left ship ASSYRIA at New Orleans about Mar. 18, 1856 to go in the 
ship MARTHA WHITMORE of Richmond. July 17th, 1856 — took command 
of the M. WHITMORE. 


Pay due me by ship ASSYRIA from June 13th 1855 to time of leaving 
$410 .00 


MARTHA WHITMORE, ship, Richmond, 649 tons, 153.0x30¢3xl5.1, bill hd, sq. stn. 
built Richmond Me 185 by M. S.° Hagar 
Parker M. Whitmore, mast '5) 
Robert M,. Parker, mast '56 
Preble mast '62 
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MARTHA WHITMORE (cont'd) 


Owners: Michael S. Hagar 2/8, 
Parker M. Whitmore 1/8, 
Je Be Stewart 1/8, 
Samuel F, Blair 1fi2, 
Alfred Reed 1/fi2, 
W. Re Lilly ifi2, 
Josiah Atkins 1/8, and - 
E. Jones 1/8 in 1854 


Hagar & Coe, of Richmond, Me, managing owners 1862 (Lloyds) 


Reported sold foreign, at Liverpool, British Flag, Nove 20, 1862. 


John R,. Stevens advertised in the July number for "One more Hand", 
to take part in the underwater exploration of the hulk of the 
JEFFERSON, This ad was answered by Robert A. Nash, our former 
secretary, who has left to join Mr. Stevens at Sackets Harborecece 
Another Ad appeared in the June issue in the Gam Chair - "Wanted- 
a group in New York similar to the Afterguard in San Francisco" - 
This ad was answered by Frank W,. Thober as you will note 
in this number - It pays to advertise with the Guildeee.. 
Albert (Scrimshaw) Wagner and his 18-year old son just 
completed a float trip, by fold boat from Alexandria, Va. 
to Cockpit Point on the Potomac == three days -=- explored 
creeks and marshes, camped ashore, and examined two 
bugeye wreckS eeeee Captse Se Ce Sullivan sent us a fine 
\ brochure describing his ship the R. G. FOLLIS. The 
\ dimensions of the Captain's ship - length overall - 
459! 7", breadth moulded = 65! O", depth, moulded - 
35' OW, Cargo capacity 101,608 bbls. Owned by the 
Standard Oil Company of California. Her maiden voy- 
age was Dec. 1946..++. Doctor Berenson had such a good 
and profitable time with the San Francisco Afterguard 
that he plans a trip East to do the same thing in 
Octobereeses Merrill Aaronson visited us the other day 
and told of the difficulties he has in making his model 
of the CHARLES W. MORGAN in his small apartment - After 
all it is the spirit that counts..... Capt. Re. Le Lobez has sent sketches in answer 
to queries on channel pumps and setting up shrouds on ships with paddle boxes Nos. 90 
and 91. These have been forwarded to Arthur M. Rudd and will be shown in an early 
number.,... In the Secretary's iionthly Letter of the Thames Shiplovers Society is a 
report of a fine article by R. C. Anderson, titled "Galleys from Classical Times to 
Napoleon", This will be sent to members upon requeSte.ese. Fred Ne Williams had a 
very nautical vacation on dry land--his itinerary covered the high spots on the New 
England coast and Canada, with stopovers at Mark Hennessy, Bath, Kennebunkport, We., 
to see models built by Frederic Snow, which included the DRE:DNAUGHT, Schr. LYNX, 
CONSTITUTION and WASP, He also checked in with Mr. Dodge of the Peabody Museum where 
he had some twinges of envy when he viewed the models~=but consoled himself with the 
thought that they were safe for posterity. And he browsed in book stores from 
O'Brien's at Portland to Jeremy North's at Jamestown, Releese. We had only three 
takers on that first-class postage deal--Our envelopes are marked "return postage 
guaranteed"=-we will not send duplicates, to those who write that they have not re- 
ceived their copy until a reasonable time has elapsed.....Reread that bit entitled 
"Sold for Glass" in our June issue-= we had no takers, either, on that decidedly 
worth while project....John Flynn writes--Illustrations are fine for a shipmodeler 
and are costly as well. If anybody is interested in celluloid ship's boats they can 
write me and I will send thein one of my rough sketches. 


Harry D. Hamilton 
This issued mailed 8/8/50. 4 


« 


